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A 'zine by Prisoners!

Suppottt Ua

Tfts rzlne ls publlshed and
distrlbuted entirely by prLsoners.
LJe do not reeelve any fundlng from
the prison nor the Department of
f,orrectlons. trJe are grateful for
any asslstence our readers tran
provide, even SZ to eover the eost
of prlnting and maillng.
lLJe ean aceept donatlons ln tuo hlays:

Cashapp
9292552550 [ MellndaMl 28]
Please .memo that lts for rrIB64rr

j Pay
Go to t.rtru.japy.eom
Loek in the Pennsylvanla Department
of Eerreetlons for rrChar}es

Picarella Jtr.rt. Submlt your
donatlon uslng your debit or eredlt
eard.

[rJe appreciate eny help that you may
be eble to provtde. As much as ue
enjev pub}lshlng the tzt-ne, ue eanrt
cio lt uithout a llttle b1t of
finaneial assistance.

I rssue :

iJan. 2A25

lr"t"",
I rnrr
l*orr*

hJelcome baek to another lssue off854, Ameriea r s foremost prlscn-
besed rzine. Thanks to everybody
that responded last month; ybur
feedbaek means a .t of tn Lls , trleaspeclal.l! enJo.rr receivlnE r zlnee ,aIthough it seenrs t ike thi: ra isn r i
many lei't out there"
Thanks to evesyhur, that frrt.rarr1s
thelr issue ta sonrebcdy BLsE. trJestruggle ts get in, eeintnct u.1th
people so tts ver:y valr:a!,Le re ue tr-;
have eaeh lssue gst prrssed Bn a fei,t
tlmes te lnerease orir rsaciarship 

"
LJe t re stilL trorl<ing on get,ulng iherrparsonels tt seetian going . f ts bee na llttle dlfflcul.t to coordlna.i:ethlngs but uetre hoplng to have
somethlng for Fehruary.
lJe tre also stii"l uorktng sn fire
onllne. preeenee. hle r re fuli.1,
eommitted tE contlnulng to pubj.ish aphysieal Ls:sue.eaeh rnonth .For maillrigbut LJE realize that sB mueh isLnternet based n6u that ue can r.L
afford tc f.gnore that cJemi:graphle if
lde u;ant to heve sueees$ gettlno eur
message out.

Note: Our apologies for the changin! fonts. The

Department of Corrections took my /our word
processor. We're working on that .,..
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The Dlpartment of Correetions' matl
systgm is a blt eomplex. lde regret
th-at but lts beyond our control.

Bound ttlaterial

Bound materlals are publteations
urith staples or fasteners, 11ke
books, magazLnes, Br I zines. They
must be sent from the orlglnal
publlsher 

"
Seeurity Proeessing Center
Charles Fiearelle #MZ7B13
258 Brieker Rd.
Bellefonte, PA 16823-1€,67

Correspondence

Correspondence ls basleally anythlng
other than bound materlalsr sueh as
letters, artu:ork, and lnternet
printouts.

Smart Communleatlon / PAD0C

Charles Picarella #1427CI13

5CI Mahanoy
P0 Box 33024
5t. Petersburg, FL 33733

' Prisoner Artwork

We are always looking for prisoner artwork to
publish. Of course, we'd include contact information

so that readers might contact the artist. Try to keep

the submission less than 3.25" by 5"' Black ink copies

best and we'll try to work with whatever is sent.

We'd also welcome written submissions so long as

they don't advocate violence or anything illegal' And

seriously, no Poetry..'

hJe feel that thls is an example of
the slckness that has tnfected ou!
crlmlnal justlce systam, hJe ara no
longer a nat{on of equel justlce and
lau for all. LJe are a natlon u.rhere

money, eonneetlons, and politicaL
afftllation glves lieense to eommlt
crlme trith the exPectatLon of
lenleney. LJe see poLltlelans argue
for tttough Bn crinierr sentences for
those that damage peoplesr lives then
turn around and grant perdons for
people that has used their posltions
to damage peoplers llves. hJB seB
polttLeians advoeating for a need for
rrleu.l and ordertr then vouJ to pardon
Jan. 5 rloters uho attempted to
subvert laul and order. That Ls not
heul the system rdas destgned to
functlon 

"
Take a moment to aek yourself r,lhether
you rrrould reeelve a pardon should you
flnd yourself on the Lrrong slde of
the larrl . f f your ansLler ls 'f ftlo, I I m

poor end not polltieally conneetedrr,
ytru are llke1y to understand the
lnjustiee" Maybe lts tlme to
eonslder some ehanges for houl the
system operates and for rrlho ls
operatlng lt 

"

TCM Movie Review
Three Women (1977) Color

Set in contemporary (at that time) California,
overbearing and pathetic Milly (Susan Sarandon)
befriends shy Plnky (Sissy Spasic) at a theraputic spa
for,geriatrics.
Pinky emerges as a sort of bit of a sociopath in several
confusing episodes including a botched suicide

, attempt. There is also another woman who plays a bit
of a minor role and its not entirely clear if she's the
third woman or if Pinky's transformation is the third
woman.
Its slow to develop but the ending is completely
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Beyond Prison Reform

lhis month, tue go a blt beYond the
lopie of prlson reform. lrlatd llke to
addrese an issue that is relevant to
iBmE prisoners ulithin the
rennsylvania Department ef
lorreetlons: Preslden'b Joe Bidenrs
:ardon of former judges Clavarella
il- Eonahan 

")urlng the early 2000s, a juvenlle
Jetentlon eenter LIES bullt ln
ilortheast Pennsylvania " The
Facllityts operators deveLaped a

:elatlonship r,lith Luzerne County
ludges Conahan and Ciavarella. A

:eheme LJaB launched in rrrhleh the
judges r,:suld senteRce Youthful
:ffenders to tlme in the detentlon
:enter in exchange fsr klekbacks 

"
ioon, the judges L,ere sendlng youths

'lhe appeared bdfore them to time ln,
ihe detentisn eenter' maRy for very
ninor erimes and, ln sBme caeeE,
,rithout even havlng been eonvleted.
iventualLy, tlre seheme eame to llglr{:
tnd both judges brere eharged u:tth
iederal erlmes reLatlng to thelr
nalfeasanee. The ensulng eeandal
reeame knoun as rrKtds for Cashrr.
lfter yeErs of deIaY, the dlsgraeed
judges rilerE sentenced tn Berve time
Ln federal eustodY"
rlrru, .before he leaves office , Blden
ras seen fit to pardon both men. The
:ardon uJas done quietly and r,lithout
rny suggestlon that the aets of
:Lemeney urere in the lnterest of
iustj.ie. The vietlms of the scheme
ire na longer ehlldren. TheY have
yrouth lnto adults and manY of them

lot stuek in the eYele of
.neareeration. NobodY asked for
bhelr input before granting pardons
:o these forrner judges uhom abused
ihelr posltlon of authortty to derall
.ives fer finangi4 g4!. __ _.

Jay: I denf t knor,r that the tzlne hae
En exaet rrmissionil but uJe hope to
raise Bome aularenesE about the lssues
relatlng to correctLons. hJe feel
ltke people thtnk of incareeratlon ln
the abetrect but u,e uant peaple to
reallze that the jatls and prtsone tn
thelr baekyard are real and very
eostly to the eommunlty.
Luke D: f don t t knou: brhy televislon
programs shou jalls and prlsons Llke
they do" Most of prlson Ilfe Is just
thousands of guys slttlng around on
houslng units trying to pass tlme
playlng eards. Its beeome little
more than uarehousing humans and is a

shamefuL uleste of resourees. The
ldea that guys are running around the
prlson lnvolved in all sorts ef
sehemes and eseape attempts and riots
ls just inaceurate and mLsplaced.
PJ: Parole ls done diffarently ln
eaeh jurlsdletlon. fn Pennsylvanla,
eentenees have tuo numbers, a ml.nlmum
and a maxLmum. The mlnlmum ls the
term that must be served before a
prisoner ls elLglble for release oR

parole. The maximum ls the term that
e prisoner eould serve to eomplete
thetr eentence. ff theyrve not made
parole by the maximum, they stlL1
must be released. Pannsylvanla
doesnrt offer any sort of rrgood timerl
or trserRed tlmett eredlt rlght nor,r but
there is leglslatlon ln the r.rorks to
aLlou prisoners ta reduce their
mtnlmum by completlng aducational or
voeatlonal prograrns. Many other
jurisdictlons have slmilar urays for
pblsonars to earn tlme eredlts.
Becky: Ves, ln additlon to prlsoner
artulork, ue uould eonslder publlshing
artieles r,.rrltten by outsldE sources.
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Steve-0:
eorreet.

Unfortunately, yourre
Prison have bacome

Smart Communication / PADOC

Philip VonVille #JY8852

PO Box 33028

St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Prisoner profile

Philip Vonville has an interesting story. He has twice
been convicted only to have the convictions' overturned on appeal. He was convicted for a third
time and is now, once again, fighting his case on
appeal.
We hear a lot of people in prison claim to be innocent
but we believe that philiip is actually innocent of the
crimes for which he was convicted. We support his
efforts and he welcomes anybody who might wish to
contact him to do so at the listed address,

somethlng of dumping grounds for
people struggllng r,rlth mental health
issues. \t SCI - Mahanoy, there are
entlre hou\lng units deslgned for
prisoners r,rl.th mental health lssues
totallng ab6ut 25% of the populatton.
Tts a sad commentary on the state of
affaLrs in prlsone and ln soelety ln
general.

Legol Update

Commonwealth v. Picarella
No" CP-49-CR-472-2073

Northu mberland County, Pennsylvania
After 13 tears, Editor Charlie is back in Court appealing
his 2012 conviction. New evidedce has emerged that
the prosecution withheld exculpatory evidence.
Charlies filed a petition in October and the
Commonewalth failed to respond within 60 days as

directed by the Court, Charlie has made a motion to
the Court to direct the Commonwealth to provide him
with documentary evidence in preparation for an
evidentiary hearing.

Commonwealth v. Picarella
No, CP-49-CR-635-2024

Northumberland Cou nty, Pennsylvania
Editor Charlie's new case, lts a misdemeanor 2 count
of fleeing and eluding. The Commonwealth offered
Charlie time-served to plead guilty. He declined the
offer.
There are reasons why Charlie declined a time-served
offer and we hope to discuss them next month. charlie
has asked that the matter be scheduled for trial.
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P\'(donea PetaonaLa
This ls a neul column. liletd Ilke to
attem$t to mateh prisoners and people
on the outslde ulth a foeus on
netu:orklng prisoners that are golng
to be reLeased r,rith people ou'EsiCe
that might he abLe to provide tham
r,rith some support. Lie td 

. also like to
use this as a Liay to help offsat
costs. 0f course, nobodY ls going to
pay to obtaln contact lnformatlon for
men ln . prison but rrre hope that thare
might be some men out there that
r,lould donate a feul dollars for
contact information for Lromen in
prison.
Right noLr, uerre trylng to interest
uomen seeklng netu:orking
opportunitles 'Lo plaee an ad urlth us
(for free), so that uE eat't offer a

dlverse crosE seetlen of LJomEn for
men looking to make eontact. To

obtain contact lnformation, uerd ask
for a $3 Cashapp donatlon. SlmPlY
send the personal adrs reference
number tn the Dashapp memo and uletll
send the eontact lnformation in
reiurn. .

For priaoners uantlng to Place an
acivertlsement, please have Your
people eend us Your eontaet
lnformatlcn and a short advertisement
for publieation. Beloul is an

example:

singLe/caueaslan/ma1e
45yo 5t10r' 2401bs .

eonvlcted of drug dlstrlbutlon
eligtble for parole in MaY 2025
Seeklng opportunltles for buslness
Ref# D1 -24

The ads are free for prisoners to
Elace. Be creatlve and be direct in
uhat yourre seeking for best results.

Ge.t lnvolvetl
lrle trv to ral.se aL:areness of
correctLons related lesues ln thls
publlcatlon. Some readers have
noted, felrly, that ure donft offer
many solutlons. hJe appreelate that
eonstruetlve eritleism. LJerd like to
offer the follour1ng suggestlon f or
our. reader as a solutlon: get
lnvov1ed.

'LJe reallze that people have lives out
there. LJe knoul that YBur tlme le
valuable to you. HouJever, there are
small steps tlrat can be taken that
rrrould be meanlngful to effeet ehange.
Most of them are u.llthin the eapaelty
of anybody ulth 1 5 minutes of free
time and a phone,
1. Reaeh out to a prisoner.
Everybody has a brother, unele,
nlece, former eotlorker, elassmate, or
somebody elee that uLae ln thelr IIfe

struggled tulth
Many jells and

pris ons o ffer emal l s ervl.ces urhl eh

make It eonvenlent to eontact
prlsoners. Conslder reaehlng out to
them and offarlng the help them move
foruard r,:lth thelr Ilves. [rjrlte them
a letter of support for thelr perole
hearlng. Assist them ln flnding

that has
ineareeratlon.

houslng or empLoyment uhen they are
releasedi Any offer of aesletanee is
beneficial to peoPle that often feel
as 1f theytve been forgotten.
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/.. aejtJK cnangE vl-E elEtrTBO OTT].el.Al"8.
/You donrt need to knou much about
prisons and jalls to knou that you
danrt uant to pay for them.
Pennsylvanlals general budget
alleeated $3.1 bllIlon for
eoryeetlons and most states have

. cemparable amounts of fundlng. Send
an email or place a phone eaLI to
your LegleLators to help them
understand that you arentt utlling to
pay that eost, If they arenrt
lntereeted Ln Iistenlng to reasBR,
seek candldates that understand the
need for reform.
3. Contact the judges of your local
court system. Eonslder submlttlng a
eharacter referenee for defendants
faetng lneareeratlon. Let the eourt
knor,r . that you donrt uant ts pay
$40,000 0r more per year ta house a
prisoner. 0ften tt 1s more eoet
effeettve to place offenders Ln
rehablll'batlon or treatment setttngs
than lneareeratlon. Its uorth
nothlng that judges ln manv
jurisdictLons are elected. Many hava
the good sense to take heed ulhen
thelr eonstltutlnns eeek alternatlves
te incareeratlsn,
Real1y, anV effort that you mlght be
able to mal<es helps to move the baIl"
Even havlng a eonversation abeut not
uranttng to pay for the prlson-
lndustrlal eompLex ls I urav te get
lnvolved. Understanding numhers
rei.atlng ta rectdlvism or the
monetary eosts of eorreetions ls E

uay to get lnvolved. tdhtle that may
not be a qulck and easy solutlon, lts
the solutlen that ls needed to
address the lseues diseussed ln this
I zine.
tle thank you for any effort that you
may be able to make.

Commonuealtti of Pennsylvania
House BlIl 1578

A House Bt11 proposing leglslatlon
r,rhich ulould alIor,l state prlsoners to
earn eredltg to reduee thelr tlme
until parole ellglbillty by
completing
edueatlonal

vocatlonal and
programs uhlle

i.neareerated.
This leglslatlon is premlsed on the
faets that studles have shor,ln
prlsoners ulho partleipate ln
correetional programs have a 43%
louer odds of reeldivating and a 13%
higher chanee of gettlng a Job after
lneareeratlan than prisoners r,rho dld
not. Further, f,or every $1 invested
ln prlson edueation and voeatlonal
traintng programs, $4-gS ls saved in
the three Vears post-release. These
flgures, from the Pennsylvanla
Prlson Soeiety, should be meanlngful
to the taxpayers of Pennsylvanla.
The leglslatlon ls sponsored by Rep.
ItJapoleon Nelson ( Glenside ) and Rep .
Natelie Mlhalek (elttsburgh). liJe
ask Bur readers to shor,J support by
cantact{ ng their s tate
Representatives and Senators to move
the leglslatlon forulard. LJe

appreelate any efforts you might
make to support thls legislation.

PLACE YOUR
.ADVERTISEMENT

H ERE
Its free. Contact Charlie for details'
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'zines.and Mailort

Recently, I received a letter from fellow 'zine
publisher Food Fortunata of Ear of Corn. We both

lament the demise of 'zines being sent in the mail. lt
seems that a lot of the culture has moved online and

miss the joy of receiving a physical copy of a

publication through the post.

I recall a time when I used to receive no less than a

dozen different 'zine each month and that was a

recently as 2014. Now, I can only think of about 4 or

5 that regularly send anything through the mail. lt's

sad for me but I guess that I have to accept that is just

the reality of the passing of the art of 'zining.

We're going to keep on publishing here at 1B54. We

don't expect that it will change much but we aren't
ready to let go of something that has given us so

much happiness over the years and helped us to pass

the time. We hope that we might always have a few
rea ders.

smart Communicatlon / PAD0C

i;;;" Georse #Nsosao

P0 Box 33028 -

Si.-P"t""sburg, FL 33733

S eoluLng Aa a,Lt: tan.ce

LrJe are aluaYs lookins for some

assistance finding addresses and

contact information. If You maY be

able to heJ-P us, Please 1et us knou'
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-!Ĉ^vP(r;L(/)

10



Pnitctn Radontn'

Many of the questlons tre rFcelve
ar'e about uhat prison Ilfe. dntatts
and ure flnd that most readeis lack

rla comprehensir{e underetendtng }pf
uhat incarceratlon has becomE. Ue
uould llke to take an oppoqtunlty
to help our r,eaders unaardqani
,;hat, exactly, they ere paylng \\for
r,lhcn fundlng eorreqtlons. .' i
IB64 1s publ5.shed i.from ihe .State
Correetlonal fnstltitton - Mah'anoy,
a 22DA prisoner faclltty loeate'd
near Fraekvllle, Penniylvania, The
:rlson houses Pennsyivanla etete
prlsoners, those seritenced; to
naxl.mum sentenees of '2'i year's or
greater. Moet prisoners $ve ln a

:el1 ulth one other prlsoneh, their
rreellmatert.
Daily 1lG 1e a standard roUtlne.
Ihe majority of prlsonerts tlmer is
=panf ln their eell or dlreqtly
:utslde thelr eells ln a eomlpbn
3rea knoun as a frdayroomrr. ifl"
3ome prlsoners, this is their
=ntlre llves for years on' end,
iCf-Mahanoy sehedules prlsoners fqr
tuo, one-hour, outdoor reereatLon
:reriods per day. Durlng the summer
nonths, a thlrd one hour perlqd is
Echeduled for the evanlng. These
:utdoor perlods are often eancellad
lor every concelvable reaa.pn.
rrlsoners at SEI - Mahanoy reedlve
bheir meals in their eeIIs. Thqy
Jo not go to a dlnlng haII.
:risoners often remaLn strancied on
bhelr housing units for days
:lthout ehange.

Frr-EonErs trtr nave trppBrrunLrIEE tro
leave the housing unlts for varlous
reasgng. Prlsoners that' are
medlially cleared can attend
4 gym sessione per ueek.
session ls scheduled for
epproximately 40 mlnutes. Prlsoner
ean attend one, . one-hour lau
llbrary sesslon per uleek. Prl.soner
may be asslgned to rehabllltatlonal
programmlng, uhlbh may be 2-3, one-
hour seasions per uleek. Some
prlsoners may be asslgned to jobs
or voeatlonaL tralnlng, uhlch vary
from 10 - 30 hours per r,leek. Most
prlsoners spend alL but a fer,; houre
a ueek Ln thelr eells or ,f n the
dayroom on thelr houslng unlts.
Thls is' the tragedy of trhat ciccurs
durlng Lneareeratlon. Frlsonere
i.aek a meantngful opportunlty to
eng€ge In anythLng productlve
and/ox rahLeh usuld serve to esslst
them in ehanglng thelr Lives.
Instead, prlsoners ' sit around,
ldle, smeking eClgarettes and/or
using 'drugs. Due to a Lack bf
physlcal . aetivity, coupled r,rith ,a

dlet composecl malnly of Lcir,:
nutrient, ultra-proeessed foods,
prlsoner health ls a serious
problem. RetEs of obeslty and
dtabetes are far beyond uhat 1s
typleal outelde of prlson settl.ngs.
Desplte tuhat many readere may
beLleve, prison 1s mostly men
slttlng ln large, hugely expensive
faellitles, rr.ralting for parole
eltglbiltty. It baare little
resemblanee to urhat may be seen on
televislon or ln fii.ms. LJe

Eneourage raadere to think about
thls and LnvLte eomments as to
thetr understandlng of hor,l these
eLreumstaneee eame to be . trje | 11
offer our oLJn thoughts next month.

up to
A gym


