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Everywhere one looks it is a 5 springs
- pparent that the wealth of the wealthy s rings
grom the. poverty of the poor. The criminal justice systems and tl)rlxe II;ris%n in-
dustrial complex are 1o exceptions to this observetion. In fact, these two
ﬁdt;sg],%sl exergpllgy t:hle< pr%nclple that resonates from these words, words sim-
a _those first spoken written, actually) in French, by Byotr (Pet 3
Kropotkin, in La Conquete du Pain (1892). 2 s gk

I challenge the ethics, integrity, and even the intelligence of anyone who
would dare say — and many politiciens (and others vho have a profit interest) 3§
do say — that prison makes society safer, for there exists mot one article of &
evidence supporting such a claim; there never has been. This is a myth (no
it is a dovmright Tie) that has been carefully injected into the psyche of the
Amerlc';an'pub}lc for so long that the majority accept it automatically, without §
qucj,stlomng it, without considering it, and without investigating it., It is a
. matter of curiosity, however, that those promoting this lie are the very ones
profiting from it. And the same people that promote the lie that prisogls ar;

a good and necessary part of society

(— In.vhite America, prisons are good plaées where bad men (and some- : 2 : _

times women) pay for their crimes. —
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also promotes another: that the whole of
the criminal justice system is concerned with public safety, and is, there-
fore, itself a good and necessary part of society. The criminmal justice sys-
tern, by and large, is good only for the criminal justice system, and the only
safety that either of these two industries (criminal justice and the prison
industrial complex) are concerned with is the safety and security of the live-

lihoods of those persons employeed by (or who are otherwise financially bene-
Fitting from) them. For example, consider:

How many people are employec. by prisons, jails, and other forms of
incarceration (as guards, administrators, etc.) in the United States?

that prisons actually

Yet there exists no evidence that suggests
t body of evidence exists

make society safer. In fact, 2 significan
that suggests the complete opposite.

but what no criminal justice or
are the innumerable souls (many of
1ly damaged, or utterly destroyed,
their employees might
that these in-’

rom these industries,
prison concern is telling the people about
whom are imnocents) whose 1ives are materia
that such profits might exist, that the industries and

it cammot be definitively demonstrated

prosper, even though
dustries have anything but a negative impact on society.

Many people profit £



! Jords alone are largely phantoms, so let~us add some substance to them.-
Consider the material reality of the following:

There are approximately 1,500,000 arrests made each year in the United
States for possession of controlled substances.
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Drug laws.spanw violence (including murder) on three fronts: 1) on the
streets (as rivals intersect), 2) by the police (as people are subjected to
State sanctioned violence), and 3) by prison staff (where more state sanction-
ed violence, and even torture, occures).

Too few government actors are ever held accountable, though those government
actors are zealous to prosecute and incarcerate those on the streets that
commit the same crimes. The government portrays street violence to be bad,
but I would postulate that government created (i.e., sanctlonec}) violence more
than dwarfs that wvhich is a natural streets phenomenon. And with regards to
the criminal justice and prison industries, cause of death is of little con-~ B
sequence. Whether dead because of a bullet » @ beating, being choked out, or
being indifferently neglected by (among others) medical staff , DEAD is DEAD!

How much immunity from prosecution or other formg of accounta”pility is too
much for government actors (police, prosecutors, judges, etc.)? How much
immunity from prosecution do we, as the proletariat have? How much account-
ability are we protected from? How many persons can wWe abuse or murder with
“Impunity? The various "immunity" doctrines exist for but one purpose, to pro-
vide the government with the means to protect its own. These doctrines are
flashing neon signs that declare, “All persons are created equal, but govern-
ment actors and the elite of the country are created MORE EQUAL. Those things
which are prohibited the generzl populous the govermment must also be res: .

strained in. The nation camnnot stand under the operation of such double
standards. We the People of the United States » in order to form a more
perfect union, must not allow two standards (one for us and another for them)
to exist, Borrowing the words of the 'Highlander,' "There can be only one."

There are a hundredfold questions that must nesds be asked, but to ask them

all here would be exhausting, for you the readsr and for the writer alike , but §
they all need to be asked nonetheless, and they 211 require answers. It is up
to each and every one of us to ask the questions, and to seek their answers.

Benjamin Franklin once said, "If you make yourselves sheep, the wolves will
eat you." T submit for your consideration , 'Have we not been sheep for far
too long already?” Amen. Any cause will only advance with much agitation:
let that cease and despotism is complete. The author invites your dialogue,




