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As I finally wrap this up I see that today, MLK Day, there haw been a
terrorist attack on a Jewish synagogue in Texas. The people inside saved
themselves by attacking the man who held them hostage, while State forces sat
around outside. At the same time President Biden makes lip-service to democracy
in his flaccid and impotent calls for voting rights for black people and minorities,
while we still have yet to arrive at an honest, true democracy. Fascist, populist
forces, empowered by Donald Trump, are passing laws that restrict voting rights
all across the United $tates. The whole time this farce goes on we fail to
acknowledge that the only two political parties, that we are “free” to vote for, fail
to represent us and our interests, instead bribing and rewarding their corporate
sponsors. For-profit politics is digging its own grave. Our victory over this
corrupt system is inevitable. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “The arc of the
moral universe is long but it bends toward justice.” I believe that we will win!

Quotes:
*Abdullah Ocalan
**Murray Bookchin
***Margaret Killjoy

Write Dan at:

Dan Baker 25765-509
FCI Memphis

PO Box 34550
Memphis, TN 38184

1/17/22

Dear Comrades,

Today is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and I'm writing from the Federal
Correctional Institute in Memphis, Tennessee, the same city in which Dr. King was
assassinated despite, or maybe because of, being nonviolent. This murder
followed a campaign of targeted harassment known officially as Counter
Intelligence Program, or COINTELPRO. This operation included efforts to
scandalize Dr. King and coerce him into killing himself. The United $tates of
Amerikkka clearly and shamelessly documented these efforts in reports that can be
read today. Their goal was to keep black wage slaves in their places by brutally
executing any effective leaders who stood up and effectively organized.

Now we have black cops, black prison guards, and black wardens, including
the black lieutenant here at FCI Memphis. Have things really improved? Ask
George Floyd's daughter. Ask the families of the martyrs: Freddie Grey, Michael
Brown, Mark Duggan, Heather Heyer, Kimani Gray, Eric Garner, Breonna Taylor,
Jacob Blake and Timothy Stansbury, Jr., just to name a few. Ask the families of
heroes like Herman Bell, Jalil Abdul Muntaqim, Albert Washington and Mumia
Abu Jamal. Ask the family of Tamir Rice, Philandro Castile, Alton Sterling and
Emmett Till. Do not harden your heart to these outrages. Say their names! Let
the fresh outrages of daily murders break your heart open. Pour that discontent
into the foundations of the system that enslaves you and set it on fire.

What is the foundation of this system that murders people on live TV?
Remember this: All cops are slave catchers. “All slavery is based on
housewivisation.” (Abdullah Ocalan) All housewivisation is based on animal
husbandry. All animal husbandry is based on coercion and domination. Every
arrest is an abduction, a kidnapping at gunpoint. All imprisonment is human
trafficking, a hostage situation in which people and their families are extorted for
money and threatened with violent death, beatings and rape. Don't you dare flinch
and look away from that suffering. Cultivate persistent endurance to look at this
crime against humanity. Ask yourself: Why are so many resources mobilized to
find a missing, wealthy white woman, but no one mobilized a similar militia to
find a missing black woman, or to rescue prisoners from the State?

Remember that all “corrections” officers are also prisoners. They are like
spiders trapped in their own web. The worker bees can leave. Even drones can fly
away. Prison guards serve 8 to 16 hour sentences, sometimes longer. They are
being paid to lock themselves up! Long after most prisoners leave prisons the
guards keep coming back. No one has a higher recidivism rate than a C.0. In my
mind they are exactly the same as prisoners who choose to work for the Bureau of
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The exacerbating conflict is cause for concern. Nevertheless, I will not give
up my hopes for a just peace. It can become possible at my time.”*

This last phrase is very important for me, because I often feel overwhelmed
by the propaganda and mythology of the State. I tell myself “hope is as hollow as
fear”. But, recently friends from Rojava, Ireland, the UK, Canada and all over the
occupied territories of the United $tates have reached out to send me hope and
mutual aid.

“Our idea of a democratic nation is not defined by flags and borders. Our
idea of a democratic nation embraces a model based on democracy instead of a
model based on state structures and ethnic origins. This would be a model based
on human rights instead of religion or race. Our idea of a democratic nation
embraces all ethnic groups and cultures. ”*

As we come to the end of this message I'd like to share one final idea of
Abdullah Ocalan. The term “anarchist”, like “anarchy’” has been hijacked by State
propaganda to misrepresent our heart song and portray us as terrorists and
criminals. Abdullah Ocalan's proposed “Democratic Confederalism” has all the
same characteristics of anarchism because it is based on the writings of Murray
Bookchin. His daughter, Debbie Bookchin says, “Help bring a new world into
being in Rojava. And spread its vision: that a free, ecological society is possible
everywhere.”

“Although in Democratic Confederalism the focus in on the local level, organizing
confederalism globally is not excluded. We need to put up a platform of natural
civil societies in terms of a world Democratic Confederal Union to oppose the
United Nation, as it is an association of nation-states under the leadership of the
superpowers. 1t is necessary to bring together wide-ranging communities within a
World Democratic Confederation if we want a more secure, peacefil, ecologic,
Just and productive world.

Democratic Confederalism can be described as a kind of self-governance in
contrast to administration by the nation-state. The relationship between a
democratic confederation and nation-states should neither be continuous warfare
nor assimilation of the former into the latter. It is a relationship of principles that
rests on the acceptance of two separate entities that accept coexistence. In the
case of interventions and attacks, not only by nation-states but in general from
capitalist modernity, Democratic Confederalism should always have self-defense
Sorces.

utopia, come from Abdullah Ocalan, Murray Bookchin, Emma Goldman, Peter
Kropotkin, Mikhail Bakunin, Errico Malatesta, Voltarine de Cleyre, August Spies,
Dorothy Lee, Proudhon, Lucy Parsons, Karl Marx and many more. Their ideas are
shaping new ways of living worldwide, as people organize, reject and eject police,
dictators and fascists from their communities.

The female commander of the YPS, the women's protection unit of Rojava,
which is the people's autonomous zone in northeast Syria, has this to say about our
role in Revolutionary Internationalism, “Many people love these ideas and claim
to be about revolutionary change. I challenge all armchair philosophers — Don't
talk about it, be about it. We all must die one day, but most people will toil away
as wage slaves, living lives of quiet desperation, and then die as slaves without
accomplishing anything other than perpetuating the very same system that
dominates and enslaves their body, heart and mind — and their labor. In the face
of inevitable death we truly have nothing to lose but our chains. They can kill a
revolutionary but they can't kill the revolution. Death to fascism! Long live
Revolutionary Internationalism!”

But it is not enough for us to think nice thoughts and strive to realize them,
reality itself must strive towards utopian thoughts. For all of people's talk about
“empowerment” most liberals actually manage to steer us away from effectively
addressing social issues and instead retreat into social quietism practices like
“personal self-transformation”, “enrichment”, myths, metaphors, rituals and green
consumerism. I love yoga and meditation, but magical gymnastics and smoking
your own thoughts won't make you or the world any better than drugs will by
themselves. Direct actions based on insights and consciousness are the only way
to make ourselves and the world we live in more humane and worth living. We
need our needs to be met.

“The new political and social structures cannot be poetic alone, they must
also be scientific. Poetry and imagination must be integrated with science and
technology, for we have evolved beyond an innocence that can be nourished
exclusively by myths and dreams. ”**

We can all agree that we must be practical, but we may also feel that it is
impossible to stand up to powerful nation-states and their thugs. Just remember
that our survival depends on our action and that most of a state's power comes
from the myth that they are all knowing, all powerful and everywhere. They are
not. They think they can control us and all of nature, but they fail at this every
day. Nature finds a way to live, often violently.
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countries like Turkey and the United $tates. There will be spies and sabotage, but
we must find ways to live. There will also be natural disasters as climate change
continues.

“The countries that presently exist here need democratic reforms going
beyond mere lip service to democracy. The classic state structure with it's
despotic attitude towards power is unacceptable. The institutional state needs to
be subjected to democratic changes. At the end of this process, there should be a
lean State existing simply as a political institution, which only functions in the
fields of internal and external security and in the provision of social security.
Such an idea of the State has nothing in common with the authoritarian character
of the classic State, but would rather be regarded as a general public authority. ”*

The decline of real socialism and the failure of the anarchists in the Spanish
Civil War were a result of their failure to take seriously the importance of the
gender issues. This has evolved into even more complicated issues today. Women
and non-male gendered people may be regarded as an oppressed class.

“As long as we do not discuss freedom and equal treatment of women in a
historical and societal context, as long as no adequate theory has been devised,
there will not be an adequate practice either. Therefore, women's liberation must
assume a key strategic role in the democratic struggle.”*

This includes the various gendered peoples and other sexual orientations
than straight hetero-normative. The revolution will only succeed by being
inclusive.

We need to make politics democratic again. Today's political parties are just
propaganda tools of the State who distribute favors. As long as the current parties
are in power, a democratic society will not be possible.

“There is a widespread individual and institutional subservient spirit, which
is one of the biggest obstacles blocking democracy. It can only be overcome by
creating an awareness of democracy in all parts of society. Citizens must be
invited actively to commit themselves to democracy.”*

Minorities living in our communities must be invited as well.

“The development of grassroots level democratic structures and a
corresponding practical approach must have top priority.”*

We are an anarchist autonomous zone, like Rojava. All nation-states are just
ideas, not physical things. Anyone who tells you that we need police to be safe,
that we need to be paid to work and that we need to pay for food — that person and
their country are all children. People work because they choose to, because things
need to be done and because the community feeds and shelters them. Our
community feeds people because we choose to. We feed people simply because
we are people.

“Some people here will feed you because you're militia. But I'd feed you
much longer because I know you've risked so much on our behalf.”***

We get our food from farmers. They give it to us because they know we
redistribute it fairly. They give it to us because we have a good reputation. We
don't need to trade tokens, currency, capital, for food, because we are measured by
our reputation.

We don't believe in prisons. Nation-states put children in cages, take them
away from families and communities and give them to police and the wealthy
class. They claim the purpose of imprisonment is to reform people and to scare
away potential criminals by locking up those who do commit crimes with longer
and longer sentences. But punishment doesn't work!

“It's a crime against humanity! They put humans in cages and they call it
Justice. They keep them away from light, from company, from anything that might
possibly help them come to understand the need for social behavior; then put them
back in cages, for longer, when they act out! ”***

And the recidivismrate is incredibly high.

We should give criminals medals “for daring to be antisocial in the face of
an antisocial order. Your system seeks to punish' a class of people it deems
‘criminal’. That's not the way we work. If a crime has been committed, like theft,
assault, murder or rape, we take each instance as it's own unique event.”’***

When people are fed and housed we don't have theft. People steal things
they need, or occasionally things that they want. People steal food, or they steal
expensive things to sell to buy food.

“In our community food is free. Shelter is free. Nothing is “expensive” if
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