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Aside from the cultural life of the Palace and Mosque, nothing
much ever happens. Those who want “action” live in Port <<.m$oz.|
those who prefer “non-action” in Sonsorol City — and EOmm. who like
both drift back and forth from one to the other, as the mood strikes them.

11. Other Excursions = ® & &

Across the Garuda Bridge from Sonsorol City are the ruins of the
Spanish Fort, and a rather picturesque little fishing village that goes by

the same name. .
The three coral atolls which lie within a few miles of Sonsorol

can be visited by hired boat or canoe from either Port Watson or Sonso-
rol City. Ngemelan is inhabited only seasonally, but Ngesaba mdmangw
have small anarchist communities (including a hunter/gatherer S.Gm
and a nudist colony!) Snorkeling, swimming, mmEBm and other tropical
pleasures abound, and many people prefer the white coral beaches to
’s black volcanic sand. :
mOBmoHoMUms the northern and northwestern sides of the island a few mwﬂs
villages and rural communes endure much heavier rainfall m:.& rmm.ﬁ in
order to attain almost total privacy. The only way to get Emwm.pm. by jeep
or on foot. One village, New Canaan, consists of die-hard Calvinists Sr.o
hate both anarchism and the Moro Way, but have yet to nm?mm.?m:.
dividends (not recommended to the visitor); another, Nyatlathatep, is the
headquarters of a cult of black magicians (also not Hmnoggmbmm&.. .
On the slope of Mt. Sonsorol north of Port Watson and just in-
side the Enclave border lie the enigmatic monolithic ruins .nmcmm Nbusala,
thought to date back beyond the coming of the 288. pirates. wowﬁmn
myth calls it “The Temple of the Clouds” and associates it S;.r lost
archaic myth and legend. Nearby, the highest waterfall on ﬂr.m Hmﬂmb.m
lends the area further enchantment. The climb through steamy jungle is
exhausting, but the spot is popular with artists, yogis and neo-pagans
who consider it a “power place”, the island’s living heart.

12. How To Become A Resident 1% PYV SR =

Sonsorol has no tourists and few visitors, and some of ﬁrm. latter
can’t bear to leave. The Bank’s computers have opined that the island
could double its population in five years without lowering the average
dividend or causing any over-crowding, but in fact the rate of growth is
much smaller. How can a visitor become a permanent resident?

Those of independent means can simply mem in HuoH.n <<mwmo=
and do as they please — as long as they agree to :Emﬂ the mﬁﬁ&mm. To
become a Shareholder however one must either be taken in by an al-
ready-existing commune or company, or else convince a Random Synod
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mosses, hepatics, ferns, orchids, etc. Sonsorol enjoys plenty of fresh wa-
ter, including waterfalls in the hills, and even a small river, the Garuda.

Vegetation: typical tropical abundance and variety, including
many species of orchids and a plethora of other tropical flowers and
fruit. Formerly copra, taro, sugar-cane and pineapples were cultivated in
the southwestern savannah region; now the plantations have been aban-
doned and gone wild except for a few coconut groves reserved for local
consumption (every part of the plant is used, in cooking, building, etc.)
Indigenous fauna are sparse, mostly limited to birds and insects (which
can prove annoying). Pigs, chickens, goats and other European species
were imported in the 17th century. Fishing-is spectacular, and provides
both a staple diet and a good deal of sport; the three small coral atolls
which belong to Sonsorol offer superb snorkeling and abound in rare
types of tropical fish (see Excursions).

Nearly circular in shape, and lacking any decent bays or inlets,
Sonsorol would at first seem strategically unsuited to its ancient role as
pirate enclave; however, the coral reefs which surround the island pro-
vide a sort of lagoon in which ships can ride at anchor “in the roads”
quite safely, even in heavy weather.

2. How To Get There Iz &

Travel in the Pacific usually consumes either too much time or
too much money. Sonsorol remains one of the least accessible islands in
the entire area. No commercial airline lands there. Freighters carry cargo
to Sonsorol from Mindanao, Java, Taiwan, Hong Kong and other ports,
but the only ship which calls there with some regularity is The Queen of
Yap, a rusty tramp steamer which plies between Zamboanga and the
Caroline Islands, roughly once a month. (Information and reservations
can be obtained from the N gulu Maritime Co. Ltd., Kalabat, Yap, U.S.
Trust Territory of the Pacific.)

Port Watson is now the only port of entry for Sonsorol, and no
Customs & Immigration Authority exists there. However, no one can
hope to escape notice in a town so small. Anyone who stays more than a
month or so will probably be asked politely either to apply for residence
or else leave (see How to Become a Resident).

Visitors to the Republic of Sonsorol (outside the Port Watson
Enclave) are encouraged to have their passports stamped at the Post
Office at Government House in Sonsorol City (q.v.) — the “visa” stamp
Is quite beautiful — but no one will insist on this. Neither Port Watson
nor the Republic have any police, so the residents tend to watch out for
trouble and take responsibility for solving problems. Unfriendly, abu-

sive, thieving or obstreperous visitors have been beaten up by
¥, vigilantes or Peoples’ Militia, and exiled on the next ship out.
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single policeman to restrain the madness. As one grafitto in the Ano-mm.c
toilet at the Cannibal Café puts it: “After midnight the Social Contract is
cancelled! (signed) The Lord of Misrule.”

10. Excursion To Sonsorol City == .= | ¥

An old school bus, completely rebuilt in shining bronze and
chrome, plies back and forth along the only paved road in Sonsorol, mﬁg
the Bazaar in Port Watson to the capital of the Republic, Sonsorol City.
(That is, it does so when someone can be found to drive it.) ,E:.m road
passes through the Savannah, the most heavily populated and cultivated
rural area on the island, farmed mostly by native Christian Sonsorolan
families who cling to the “virtues” of hard work. .

Life in the Republic flows at a slower and more conservative
pace than in the Free Enclave. The older natives either cling to Dutch
Reformed attitudes or else follow the Moro Way with all its subtlety, fine
manners, aesthetic elitism and “magical superstition”. The Republic lacks
a police-force, but the people tend to conform to certain mores, at Hmmmm in
public, and within the context of a general Polynesian-style easy-going
morality. The visitor should remember not to offend any sensibilities by
overtly Watsonian behavior (such as public fucking).

Sonsorol City is even smaller and sleepier than Port Watson. The
bus drops.you off in a dusty street of ugly corrugated-iron-front shops
along the river bank. At one end of Market Street lies a small but ﬁ:n.m-
modern Hospital, the only new building in the City. At the other end sits
the “Calvinist Cathedral”, actually a small and rather undistinguished
Dutch-style church built in 1910 (the Rector is Dutch and liberal; he
preaches “Tolstoy, Thoreau and Gandhi”!) .

West of the Cathedral lies the “Christian Quarter”, a neighbor-
hood of small tropical/colonial bungalows centered around Government
House, the former colonial administration building in the
Dutch-Indonesian “Batavian” style, with raised méﬁmaawgamb facade
of pink coral and red-tile roof, were one can attend an occasional mm.mmmob
of the Legislature, and listen to rants and harangues from every point of
view from Protestant fundamentalism to mystical anarcho-monarchism.
The Post Office, a public computer center, and an old hand-set printing
press constitute the only regularly functioning State Organs, but the G_WNm
in front of Government House is pleasantly shaded and popular with
evening strollers and gossips. .

Between Government House and the river lies the Moro Quarter,
where the old Batavian villas are worth a walking tour. The Moro “aris-
tocrats” number less than two hundred, and no longer enjoy any income
or prerogative higher than other citizens — in fact, most of them Hm?m.m
to work, and live off their Bank dividends, modest and penurious. Their
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houses in “Batavian” style, with raised facades and red tile roofs; the
Calvinist “Cathedral” and the small Government House are also worth a
visit.

In this period the Moro “aristocracy” (those who traced descent
from the pirates) reverted to their easy-going brand of Islam. The Sultans
were allowed “courtesy titles” but remained powerless and penniless.
Javanese culture shaped their attitudes, especially the arts of gamelan
and dance, the esoteric teachings of the kebatinan sects (including martial
arts and sorcery), and the millenarian concept of the “Just King”. Out of
this ferment — a strange blend of revolutionary proto-nationalism and
mystical fervor — resentment of the Dutch began to fester.

In 1907 (the same year the Netherlands finally subdued northern
Sumatra), the Sultan of Sonsorol, Pak Harjanto Abdul Rahman Moro I,
staged a tragic and futile uprising against colonial forces. It is said his
followers believed themselves magically invulnerable to bullets. The Sul-
tan and other conspirators were executed, the title abolished, and the
island sank into depression, somnolence, lassitude and obscurity.

At the start of World War II, Sonsorol’s population had sunk to
about 2000, with a Dutch garrison and administration of fewer than fifty.
In 1942, the Japanese made an easy conquest of the island, sent the Euro-
peans to prison-camps in Java, built a few bunkers (still extant), left
behind a token force, and departed for the invasion of Malaysia.

The new Japanese overlords behaved harshly, almost sadistically
— if the tales still told on Sonsorol can be credited — and anti-Japanese
sentiment survives to this day. In 1945, a single cruiser manned by Aus-
tralian and New Zealand naval forces arrived to liberate the island. The
Japanese put up a suicidal resistance, and the native population, led by
Sultan Pak Harjanto III (grandson of the “martyr” of 1907) — joined in
the battle for freedom on July 20.

The post-war period found Sonsorol with new colonial masters:
a Joint Protectorate under Australia and New Zealand. A slump in the
price of copra ruined the last vestiges of the economy; emigration soared,
and by 1952 the population had sunk beneath a thousand. The Protector-
ate, burdened with the administration of other Pacific islands, ignored
Sonsorol except as a source of cheap labor.

The Sultan, hero of the liberation, began to agitate for independ-
ence; a sincere admirer of western democracy, he believed that political
freedom would somehow solve the island’s problem. In 1962 the Protec-
torate allowed a plebescite, and a clear majority chose independence
under a Constitutional Monarchy. On August 17th of that year, the Joint
Protectorate withdrew.

4. History Since Independence & o i

._ The expected benefits of freedom failed to materialize. Emigra-
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counterparts, they sometimes seem to have arrived b.ob.g another planet..
yet at the same time they are obviously the real Watsonians.

7. Where to Stay & Eat R & e

Port Watson boasts only one commercial inn, The White Flower
Motel on China St., a two-storey building with a n.oEJ&HQ oﬁE.ma and
operated by an old Taoist “adept”, doyen of ﬁrm\\g.:.zmmm nombﬂdc%%%\ Mr.
Chang. Single $15 a night, double $25. “Budget” visitors will fin Qﬁ.ﬁm om
rooms for rent in the Slums for as little as two dollars a mwx\ .ws i a
else falls the Bank maintains several free guest-rooms (for visiting finan-
aem M%NM%W? is the place to eat, and Port Watson qualifies as a genu-
ine “food trip”, as the budget-travelers say. The Yellow Turban m%&w@
specializes in Peking and Mongolian cuisine. me Manchu ww\wﬁm: er in
Cantonese and Hong Kong (the proprietor claims to be the r.um" dau-
phin” of China!), and The Cinnabar Immortal serves Taoist/Buddhist vege-
i isine of the highest quality. .
enan ocmwzm cafés mzm Hmmﬁmﬁmﬁm spring up and <wa.mr in E.m .mEB.m.
Two of the longest-enduring are The Crowbar Club, éwumr specializes in
sea food, and a hamburger mgsarnmzm.a “McBakunin’s”! The Drugstore
astry, among other things. .
P nmaﬂﬂm%wﬁn@gwwﬁmwa w»m American-style cafeteria which is mwmwv
and popular, nicknamed The Willie Sutton Bar & Grill. Market &m%m in the
bazaar are also feast-days, with numerous entrepreneurs selling every-
thing from homemade coconut cake to imported truffles.

8. Cultural & Spiritual Activities & J 5

t an evening passes on Sonsorol without a performance some-
where |Z MEmH AQmmmwmnWr gamelan and rock are popular), dance, drama,
poetry, etc. Watch the Big Character Wall for announcements. Sculptors
and artists display their work in public; and all over ﬂ.wm island one may
stumble across aesthetic surprizes, artworks blended into ﬁ.rm landscape,
or landscape as art, or objets trouvés Am:amnm Wmmﬁwnmy or (in one Mmmmv a
giant green plastic Godzilla standing alone in the \H\E.amym. ,wrm Ban ij.mwu
ents evening programs of old movies and shows pirated WOn.b. Mm
ellites. Few Watsonians own televisions (many eschew &mng.n:% a ﬂ-
gether), but they enjoy watching occasionally at .Em Bank, laughing at t e
commercials. A few artists work in film and video, and use the Bank’s

ilities — which are “state of the art.” .
mmﬁbzmmg this leisured society books are considered a necessity, ms.m
local publishing thrives out of all proportion with the population. w:m
town boasts two weekly newspapers (one called The Protocols of the Elders
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tal, moved to Port Watson and began “off shore” operations; phantom
subsidiaries, tax-free registrations, “cut-outs” and “strange loops”, cur-
rency speculations, secret go-between activity for mainland Chinese inter-
ests, laundering funds for certain overseas-Chinese “businessmen”, num-
bered accounts and so on. Port Watson was planned to enjoy virtual
freedom from law; the bank practises a new and invisible form of “pi-
racy”. Since it depends for its efficacy on satellite communications, it
might perhaps be called Space Piracy!

The Sonsorol Bank possesses few “real” assets, little that could
be looted — its wealth exists largely in computer memories. Its discreet
machinations are tolerated by international banking interests; after all, a
“blind” account or something of the sort proves useful, from time to
time, even in the most respectable financial circles. Almost overnight
(1976-1980) Sonsorol grew moderately well-to-do.

Every citizen of Sonsorol and resident of Port Watson, child,
woman and man, was made an equal shareholder in the Bank; everyone
— including the Sultan and O’Conner — owns exactly one share of the
profits. By 1980, around a thousand people in Port Watson and 2000 in
Sonsorol each received an annual dividend of about $4000. In 1985 the
total population reached about 9000 and the dividend slightly more than
$5000 — virtually a guaranteed income.

‘Aside from the creation of Port Watson and the Bank, very few
changes were made in the legal structure of Sonsorol, which remains (at
least on paper) an Anglo-American-style republic with a legislature, army,
police, compulsory education, taxation and so forth. No foreign power
can accuse the island of “anarchy” — and in any case the Labour Gov-
ernment of New Zealand has recently signed a defense treaty which
offers international recognition and protection for the Republic. On the
surface, all is normal. The Constitution was amended to disestablish the
Dutch Reformed Church and allow freedom of religion (1976); and in
1979 the Sultan abdicated all executive function and reduced himself to a
ceremonial figurehead. As he put it, “I attained the state of the Taoist
Sage-King described in the Chuang Tzu: I sit on my throne facing in a
propitious direction — and do absolutely nothing!” _

In practice, however, the functions of the Republic have almost
entirely lapsed into desuetude. No army or police exist because no one
will join them; instead, a volunteer Peoples’ Militia serve in emergencies
(extremely rare so far). Taxes are not collected; moral laws are not en-
forced; the Legislature passes no new laws (although it meets from time
to time to debate projects and philosophical issues); schools exist but
attendance is voluntary. No one needs to work, and many find their
Shares enough to support lives of Polynesian dolce far niente. Anyone
who objects to the “minarchy-monarchy” of the Republic can move to
ENiaEm Port Watson, where no law exists at all.

Vome mu._wmm The “real work” of Sonsorol, banking, can be handled by a hand-

ful of part-time computer hackers and wheeler-dealers (nicknamed
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an Erector Set put together on Acid. The genial Erwwm-mmnwlZmEMf-
chemy techies of the Energy Collective adore all ﬁ.Em machinery, %ﬁ
noise and inventiveness. The Bank may pay the g:m\. they say — but
maybe not forever. And meanwhile the Energy Center is the living heart
n. .
ot Fort amwmmmwm Bank must take the prize for the island’s most »&mﬁa.ﬂmﬁ
architecture. Built by some Neo-Futurist Italian design team, already .“w 5
falling apart; but everyone enjoys its extravagance m.Bm nwﬁnvmwwm%w e
Bankers grumble but spend to keep it up and ?3255&. Shap > e w
cross between an Egyptian and a Mayan ﬁxnwnza\ sort of squas .ME m
seven stories high, all of the black reflecting glass and mﬁmEHmmHm stee
(now looking rather rusty after four Jﬁrood seasons) — the whole nmz-
cept so ultra-post-modern it approaches Comic OUmHm (or Space OMVmﬂB.Q.\:
and yet, its shapes reflect the dead volcano S?mr makes up ﬁrw islan " m
mass, and its color reflects the black sand, and its rust harmonizes Sw i
the tropical heat... and after the first shock E.& mummﬁ\.ob.m m&,_mrw M
under its spell! a BANK! plopped down on this equatorial isle, m%wm
like the Illuminatus symbol on a dollar bill (only no eye) — heavy, dense
immering like obsidian. :
e WH”MM@ Emmwmﬁw is bisected right moj the middle. One half
remains open, a “cathedral space” without wmnwsosmm a rzmm. m_mmmwocmm
or botanical crystal-palace or arboretum, raucous with ﬂ.o?n&: owers
and uncaged birds — staircases and ramps lead to gumoﬁmm and m:Wﬂm
gardens — glass tubes with escalators inside them mEnm Um Omﬁ.p e :.\.
port in Paris) crisscross the vast space, giving the “lobby” a Hu:mbmwwz
Buck Rogers atmosphere — fountains splash .05.5m maocda level or fa
in cascades — and Watsonians come here to picnic or fuck in the mor.mmm.
The other half of the Bank is the Sultan llanun .HSQ.O Bank :m.mF
a maze of offices, computer rooms, vaults (said to contain almost :o.%mzm
of value), living quarters for the Bankers ASr.o tend to be E,cmnmnmm
computer hacks and anarcho-capitalist visionaries), all En.m..gommwz m:
air-conditioned, futurologistic and severe. The Bank maintains.a sate MM
dish near the peak of Mount Sonsorol, and computers are manned H
hours a day for financial and political news. Some islanders who are no
members of the Bank Collective have 5m<m:wm_mm.m taken to punting in
international finance games; speculation and gambling are wowamm sports.
The Bank also serves as a community center: a printing press, a
medical clinic (called “Immortality Inc.”, for some .nmmmoa\ a ﬁoﬁ:ﬁa
cafeteria, a tape and record library and other facilities are open to the
e Between China St. and the Bank lies the Bazaar, a large open (hot
and dusty) plaza surrounded by more nod,:mmama-w.ob shops and menw
thatched shanty-stores, plus a large building not unlike a mﬁﬁmd\smﬂ e o-
mall. All this together constitutes the great Port Emﬁmon Peoples h.sﬁm:w
tive Center, the exchange mart, import-export boutique, grocery bin an
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5. Money (A Note for the Traveler) $ £

“No prey, no pay!” and “To each according to the bounty; from
each according to whim!” — these might be Port Watson’s mottos. Even
the Republic of Sonsorol has no currency of its own (although it does sell
lovely postage stamps). For small transactions such as paying for a meal
or newspaper any foreign currency will do in theory, although in prac-
tice New Zealand pounds or U.S. dollars are preferred. Larger transac-
tions are generally carried out by computer, since all Shareholders have
an “account” to draw on. Visitors may find it convenient to deposit some
of their funds in the Bank, either in a “holding” or a “moving” account.
The former is simply an electronic lock-box. A “moving” account consti-
tutes an actual investment in the Bank. In February 1985, such accounts
paid 7.5% interest, and in March 12%; frugal travelers may actually leave
Sonsorol richer than they arrived!

The islanders have worked out a rather elaborate computerized
barter system amongst themselves. A crafts collective which produces
batik, for example, will turn over its stock to the Port Watson Coopera-
tive (called “The 5 & 10” by local wits) in exchange for a certain amount
of credit, measured in abstract quanta. Members of the collective can
then use their credit towards any goods at the Co-op. Both the Co-op and
several independent Chinese merchants act as import-export agents, fill-
ing orders for foreign goods and luxuries in return for Bank or Co-op
credit. Price-fixing does not exist; the value of local produce is deter-
mined by computer, but imports and goods sold outside the Co-op sys-
tem are subject to intense bargaining, reminiscent of the oriental bazaar.

Naive visitors have sometimes been duped by Watsonian sharpies. Ca-
veat emptor.

Many groups within the Port Enclave are eager to establish bar-
ter and communications with alternative networks elsewhere in the world.
As much as possible, Sonsorol attempts to avoid official international
trade with all its tariffs and taxes and regulations, and to rely instead on
non-governmental non-commercial contacts with communes, collectives,
bolos, craft groups and individuals around the world — especially those
which share the libertarian-anarchist perspective. Visitors to Sonsorol are
particularly welcome when they offer some contact with the “outside”,
such as “potlatch” (exchange of gifts), barter, cultural contact, exchange
of hospitality, etc.

Shareholders are free to do whatever they want with their divi-
dends, and to engage in any business which pleases them and involves
No coercion, wage-slavery or rapacious greed. However, outside the is-
land community (and the widening network of “alternate” world con-
tacts) these constraints vanish. Like their pirate predecessors, the
Sonsorolans are “at war with all the world” when it comes to
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